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which had sailed from New Spain. It was no little luck that they did
not meet Rodrigo de Rada as they met these, for they'd have taken
him, also.

They are so daring along this coast that their pinnaces chase the
barges that go to La Chorrera for water. In view of which it was
resolved to send out against them, and this task was assigned to me;
wherefore I am leaving with four vessels. Excepting mine they are
small, but they are well prepared. May it please God that we meet
the enemy ... (p. 2) ...

... Havana, August 23, 1590.

Luis Alfonso Flores (Rubric).

Document No. 731
[Juan de Oribe Apallua to the Grown, Havana, August 24,
1590]
(P. i)                                        t
Sire . . .
(p. 2) ... Lately certain English corsair ships have been seen off
this port and coast. They have seized or chased every vessel entering
or leaving the harbour. Therefore, and because those which are
ready to go to New Spain and to the Canary Islands for food supplies
as well as this advice-boat are thereby detained, it seemed well to
me and to Campmaster Juan de Tejeda and to the generals and
admirals who are here, to send out certain ships of this armada to
drive the corsairs from this coast. So four vessels have been made
ready for this purpose and with them Vice-Admiral Luis Alfonso
Flores will go out tomorrow, escorting as far as Matanzas the ships
leaving for the islands and for (p. 3) New Spain and this advice-
boat, and those which carry the appropriations for Florida and
Puerto Rico. He will endeavour to clear the coast and free the
entrance and exit to and from this port, that food supplies may
enter and vessels go forth to seek such supplies ... (p. 4)...
... Havana, August 24, 1590.
Jhoan de Oribe Appalua (Rubric).
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